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BOOK NOTICES. 

The Pocket Guide to the West Indies. By Algernon E. Aspinall. 

xii and 316 pp. Illustrations, Maps, Tables and Index. Edward Stanford, 
London, 1907. (Price, 6s.) 

The West Indies are becoming more and more a profitable hunting ground 
for health and enjoyment, now that the facilities for reaching and travelling 
through them have been improved. This thorough little volume deals chiefly with 
the Lesser Antilles, especially with the British Islands, and also with British 
Guiana. No attempt is made to treat Cuba or Porto Rico, for they would require 
more space than could be given to them in this book; and the island of Haiti is 
also summarily dealt with because its bad sanitation and inferior accommodations 
for visitors make it an unsuitable place for the average visitor. The book, how- 
ever, covers admirably, for tourist purposes, all the important islands of the 
Lesser Antilles, contains much local information, gives statistical facts at the end 
of the volume, and is illustrated with a considerable number of photographs and 
maps. 

Leg Musulmans Francais du Nord de l'Afrique. Par Ismael Harriet. 

Avec un Avant-Propos par A. Le[Chatelier. iv and 316 pp., 2 Maps. Librairie 
Armand Colin, Paris, 1906. (Price, 3.50 fr.) 

The book treats thoroughly and in an interesting manner the complex question 
of the native races living under the French regime in North Africa, the new in- 
fluences which the French introduced among them, and their effect upon the 
inhabitants. The author treats of the composition and distribution of the Moham- 
medan population, gives a summary of our knowledge of the early Berbers and 
Arabs, discusses the civilization born of Islam, describes the fusion of the Arabs 
and Berbers, depicts the native society at the time of the French conquest, and 
later deals with the influence of colonization and the agricultural, commercial, and 
intellectual evolutions that have come to pass, and gives his views on the future 
of the native population. 

Many facts are given to show that at the time of the French conquest of 
Algeria scarcely a group of native inhabitants could be found that was ethnically 
pure ; that nearly all the people were a mixture resulting from the absorption into 
the Berber mass of all the Arab elements derived from the Orient or from Spain 
with some infiltration of negro blood; and that this population was divided, ac- 
cording to circumstances, into burghers or residents of the towns and peasants or 
dwellers in the country, the latter being divided into nomadic groups and those 
of fixed habitation. 

Irrigation in the United States. By Frederick Haynes Newell. 

(Revised edition.) xix and 435 pp., 68 Plates, 94 Figures, and Index. 
Thomas Y. C rowel 1 & Co., New York, 1906. 

Irrigation is one of the great public questions in our country. For the past 
seventeen years, Mr. Newell has been continuously conducting investigations as to 
the extent to which our arid regions may be reclaimed. As chief engineer of the 
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Reclamation Service, he is still superintending the field studies relating to the flow 
of rivers useful for power, irrigation, and other industrial purposes, ascertaining 
the cost and capacity of reservoirs, and mapping the underground waters. 

No man is better fitted than Mr. Newell to describe the means by which it is 
hoped to turn our waste and desolate public lands into rich fields and thriving 
homesteads. He gives in this volume a popular description of irrigation and of 
the devices for obtaining and distributing water. The results of his own study 
and experience and those of many other workers in the same field are here de- 
scribed for the benefit of the general public. The book fills a public need. 

Coillard of the Zambesi. The Lives of Francois and Christina 
Coillard, of theJParis Missionary Society, in South and Central 
Africa (1858-1904). By C. W. Mackintosh, xix and 484 pp., 
Frontispiece, a Map, 77 Illustrations, 3 Appendices, and Index. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York, 1907. (Price, $2.50.) 

Francois Coillard was not widely known until Serpa Pinto, the Portuguese 
explorer, told how the gentle missionary had saved his life. Later explorers wrote 
much of Coillard and his devoted wife, telling again and again the wonderful 
story of the pioneer mission they founded on the upper Zambezi, of the great in- 
fluence they finally came to exert over the Barotsi, and especially over King 
Lewanika, who developed a great liking for the comforts and blessings of civiliza- 
tion, with the result that great changes have been brought about in his country. 

Coillard played a great part in this transformation, and perhaps no missionary 
name, excepting that of Livingstone, will be greater in the history of African 
progress than Coillard's. This book tells the story of his great but unpretentious 
work, describes the peoples in the regions where he laboured, and shows that the 
material results of his efforts to improve the conditions of life in Barotsiland were 
very fruitful, though Coillard did not live to see all the good that his influence 
and persistent labour helped to bring about. This volume, which is handsomely 
illustrated, will have a worthy place among the records of African development. 

Spirit Lake. By Arthur Heming. x and 335 pp., 23 Illustrations. The 
Macmillan Company, New York, 1907. (Price, $1.50.) 

Mr. Heming is reputed to have intimate acquaintance with the manner of life, 
customs, and religious ceremonials of some of the Indian tribes of Canada. In 
this volume he has endeavoured to give a popular account of phases of primitive 
life by using his anthropological material in the form of stories with a considerable 
admixture of Indian folklore and legend. 

Rubber Cultivation in the British Empire. By Herbert Wright. 

vii and 100 pp., Illustrations, and Tables. Maclaren & Sons, London, 1907. 

Mr. Wright first discusses the importance of rubber cultivation and the de- 
velopment of a market for rubber. The succeeding chapters treat of the sources 
of rubber geographically and botanically, wild and plantation rubber, the history 
of its introduction in various parts of the British Empire, methods of planting, 
curing, manufacture, etc. 

The author says that there are now about 250,000 acres planted to rubber in 
the Orient, and that during the next few years the annual increase in planted 



